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BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — ESCAPES 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.08 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house that on Thursday, 2 August 2012, two detainees escaped from the Banksia Hill Detention Centre. The 
detainees made their escape from the centre by accessing a locked compound area that secures the construction 
activities relating to new accommodation units. Once inside the compound they assaulted a contractor and stole 
his motor vehicle. The vehicle was driven to the sally port area of the secure perimeter and used to ram two sets 
of roller doors that secure the area. The injured contractor was treated on site and transferred to the hospital for 
further treatment. I extend to the victim and his family the government’s sympathy for the injuries that he 
sustained.  
I am not willing to reveal all the circumstances around Thursday’s escape because I do not want to compromise 
security or speak prematurely on aspects that are still under investigation. However, following the incident the 
facility was secured and locked down and the emergency response group attended immediately. The ERG is a 
group of highly trained officers who provide specialist security assistance and manage high-risk security 
operations for the Department of Corrective Services. 
The emergency response group will continue its on-site presence with around-the-clock security until the 
completion of a 3.6-metre management fence, which is expected to be finished within three weeks. The 
construction works at Banksia Hill are part of the expansion of the site ahead of the opening of the new young 
offenders facility and the transfer of detainees from Rangeview Remand Centre. I have ordered an urgent 
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the escape. Although I have been assured that all security 
measures were in place at the time of the escape, I want to determine exactly how this could have happened and 
conduct a full security audit of the facility to ensure that we do everything possible to prevent a recurrence. It is 
well known that the management and security of juvenile offenders is always a challenge. Notwithstanding this, 
I will take whatever action is deemed necessary following a review of the incident. Yesterday I visited the site 
with the Commissioner of Corrective Services to better understand the circumstances of the escape and to speak 
to senior staff on site. The staff are understandably concerned and I have reassured them that their safety and that 
of the general public are my number one priority. Today I also met with the secretary of the Community and 
Public Sector Union–Civil Service Association of WA and gave her similar assurances. Prisoner management 
has now returned to normal routine after a limited lockdown following the escape and, as advised, security has 
been bolstered on the site. 
I am pleased to report that, thanks to the terrific work of our police service, one of the offenders was arrested 
over the weekend and is currently in custody. This offender is now 18 years of age and will be placed in an adult 
facility pending the outcome of the charges against him. The search continues for the second escapee. 
 


	BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — ESCAPES
	Statement by Minister for Corrective Services


